
December 12, 2017 
 The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

December 12, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer 

Bowles, Sharon Hodge and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Officer Chad Rhodes. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye and Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye, Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or 

probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  Per Mayor Teague, Council will recess Closed 

Session and will reconvene after the public session is complete.     

  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Vice Mayor Martin, Mayor 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Hear a report from Robinson Farmer Cox Associates on the City’s FY17 audit –A 

RFC Associate representative stated that the FY17 was a clean audit for the City and 

received the highest level of assurance offered in his profession.  No deficiencies and 

no instances of noncompliance were reported.  He commended City management for 

their cooperation.  Mayor Teague shared that the audit results would be available on 

the City website for review.  Council Member Hodge said she appreciates the auditors 

taking the time to answer their questions.   

Consider approval of minutes of the November 28, 2017 Council Meeting – Council 

Member Bowles made a motion to approve minutes as presented; Council Member Lawson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Conduct a public hearing on the request from Refuge Temple Holiness Church 

for rezoning of 205 Clearview Drive – Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox summarized 

the Planning Commission decisions and recommendations.  The pastor confirmed that 

the new LED sign would not obstruct the view of traffic.  Knox said the church applied 

for a variance but the BZA denied the request stating they would need to be under a 

different zoning classification.  Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.  Kathy 

Lawson spoke as a resident and commended the church for what they have done for 
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the community and for the youth.  Lawson said she would love to see the zoning 

change approved since it would be an asset to the neighborhood.  No one else 

approached the podium.  Mayor Teague closed the public hearing.  Council asked for 

confirmation regarding potential zoning issues and the correct zoning classification to 

be considered.  Council recessed this topic providing Knox the opportunity to get them 

the correct zoning classification for the motion. 

Hear information regarding temporary appointment to the position of 

Commonwealth’s Attorney and a special election – City Attorney Monday explained 

that Clay Gravely had resigned the position due to health concerns and his assistant 

Andy Hall would fill the position of Commonwealth’s Attorney until the special election 

in 2018.  Monday clarified the code related to the temporary appointment.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to direct City Attorney Monday to file petitions for the 

temporary appointment; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.   

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s January 9, 2018 meeting for the 

purpose of receiving names of citizens interested in an appointment to one unexpired 

term on the Martinsville City School Board, ending June 30, 2018 - City Attorney 

Monday explained that since Andy Hall was appointed to the Commonwealth’s 

Attorney vacancy, he would be required to vacate his seat on the School Board.  

Anyone wishing to be considered for the School Board does not need to be present for 

the next Council meeting but their name will need to be mentioned at the January 9, 

2018 Council meeting to be considered for the vacancy.  Council Member Lawson 

made a motion to set the public hearing for January 9, 2018; Council Member Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council returned to Item 2 regarding the rezoning request for 205 Clearview 

Drive.  Knox explained that by rezoning to CC, the church would be allowed to obtain 

a sign up to 70 square feet.  By rezoning to CN Neighborhood Commercial, the church 

would be required to purchase a smaller sign.  Council Member Lawson made a 

motion to grant the zoning change to CC and amend the land use map accordingly; 

Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with Council Members voting in favor 5-

0. 
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Consider approval of the Subdivision Ordinance on second reading – Assistant 

City Manager Knox said Community Development had received no additional 

comments or objections since the previous Council meeting.  Residents and Council 

previously had questions regarding subdivision variances so Knox presented Council 

with an average fee schedule from other jurisdictions and stated that most of the cost 

of a variance is the cost of advertisement. City Manager Towarnicki confirmed that the 

fee schedule is not part of the ordinance.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the Subdivision Ordinance on second reading; Council Member Bowles 

seconded the motion with the following  roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council 

Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and 

Mayor Teague, aye.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to adopt the proposed fee 

schedule with the ability to waive the variance in cases of hardship; Council Member 

Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Hear an update on status of several issues along Aaron Street - Assistant City 

Manager Knox explained that the police department followed up immediately with the 

residents on the cars parked on Roanoke Street.  Follow up will be made with the 

owner of the property to fence or shield the property according to ordinance.  Phase 1 

is complete on the Site 1 location, phase 2 is in the works.  The present owner is 

willing to deed the property to the City because of the cost of clean-up.  Site 2 is 

waiting on written permission however, Public Works has already knocked the wall 

down to prevent injuries.  Electric and water has been reconnected and a notice has 

been sent to the owners that the property will need to be fenced.  City Attorney 

Monday explained that if permission is not received soon then the owners would be 

required to handle that at their cost.  Knox explained that the residents are feeling 

better because they are seeing progress.   

  Consider approval of Consent Agenda - Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – Patrick Wright, Spruce Village hopes everyone has a Merry 

Christmas.  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street has spoken to residents and requested that Council 

stop focusing on what the VML is doing, Council needs to do what is best for Martinsville.  

Council needs to explore ways to get out of the AMP Ohio Contract.  Harris requested that 

Council add the City reversion study back to the website.  Residents want to know what 

questions were asked of Dr. Boaz, his answers and when he will appear before Council.  Harris 
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said the City should answer FOIA requests in a timely manner, stating that he has not heard 

back from a request submitted November 21, 2017.   

Comments by members of City Council –  Council Member Lawson thanked 

Piedmont Arts for their sponsorship and said this year’s show was by far their best.  She 

attended the New Heights Foundation dinner and expressed sincere appreciation to Council 

Member Bowles for the amazing outreach they have done in the community.  Lawson extended 

appreciation to Clay Gravely and prayers for his health.  Council Member Bowles offered 

prayers to Clay Gravely and thanked Council Member Lawson for her attendance at the New 

Heights fundraiser.  Bowles congratulated the Martinsville Middle School Robotics team and 

thanked the Martinsville Rotary for sponsoring area youth.  Bowles wished residents a Merry 

Christmas and encouraged them to shop local.  Vice Mayor Martin offered prayers to Clay 

Gravely and to Andy Hall for his new responsibilities.  The winter warming shelter is open at 

the Salvation Army and in need of volunteers.  Martin shared that Richard’s Dinner is a great 

event to attend and volunteer for.  Mayor Teague also offered prayers for Gravely and his 

family. Teague thanked the power crews for their fast response getting the electricity back on 

during the snow last week.  Teague explained that a resolution to communicate power outages 

and share expected time frames to have outages restored is being discussed.  Teague will be in 

Charlottesville for a VML executive committee meeting to work for the community and 

advocacy of local government needs.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said the City continues to work 

on the emergency call-in system.  They are working to get a recording added to the system, 

which would include a status update.  Towarnicki and Vice Mayor Martin attended a meeting 

at the Transit office and obtained good information about a Danville-to-Martinsville transit 

opportunity.  An assessment study will determine the need.  Towarnicki attended a Virginia 

First Cities meeting and feels encouraged knowing that some of the topics discussed by other 

communities are already being implemented in Martinsville.  Congratulations to the Carlisle 

Soccer team.  The City Municipal building will be closed a half day on Friday as well as 

Monday and Tuesday for Christmas.  The Municipal building will also be closed New Year’s 

day and on January 2.  The next Council meeting will be January 9, 2018 

Council Members returned to Closed Session. 

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made 

by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 

recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, 

aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. 
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Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Felecia Watkins to the 

Comprehensive Services Act Community Policy and Management Team for an expiring 2-year 

term ending December 31, 2019.  Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to reappoint Doug Sharpe to the 

Transportation Safety Commission for an expiring 4-year term ending December 31, 2021.  

Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to appoint Diane Hubener to the Blue Ridge 

Regional Library Governing Board for an unexpired 4-year term ending June 30, 2021.  Vice 

Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


